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POWERSOURCE 

ASK GOD: 

1. How to keep Easter truths 

close to your family’s heart 

throughout the year as you fo-

cus on spiritual growth. 

2. For guidance in ensuring 

your kids understand Easter is 

about  Jesus. 

3. For your heart to be re-

freshed in receiving Jesus’ 

love.  

Children’s Ministry Edition  

Matthew 19:13-15 
Then children were brought to him that he might lay his hands on 

them and pray. The disciples rebuked the people, but Jesus 
said, “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for 
to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.”  And he laid his hands on 

them and went away.  

I don’t know this for sure, but I would venture to say that this passage 
was one of the primary reasons that Clare Herbert Woolston wrote 
“Jesus Loves the Little Children” back in the 1800s. Unfortunately 
songs, sermons, and sayings like this have led us to dismiss passages 
like the one above as just another example of how cute and cuddly   
Jesus is. Just to further prove my point, I want you to think about the 
(non-cross) painting of Jesus that you’re most familiar with… okay, got 
it? My guess is 90% of you right now are picturing either “outstretched 
arms Jesus”, or “cuddling with the baby lamb Jesus”. Alright, now I 
want you to take that image you have in your head, draw a ‘word bub-
ble’, coming out of Jesus’ mouth and inside that bubble write, 
“Whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it 
would be better for him if a great millstone were hung around his neck 
and he were thrown into the sea.” (Mark 9:42) Whoa, that doesn’t sound 
like cuddly Jesus! So you and I begin to justify Jesus (as if he needs us 
to), and we begin to think about the terrible news reports that we hear, 
and the way that mom or dad at the grocery store was treating their 
child, and before we know it, we’ve talked ourselves out of being ac-
countable to this passage. Parents let me tell you, I am not exempt 
from doing this either. I assure you, I find myself reading texts like this 
and immediately going into Pharisee-mode, praying “God thank you 
for not making me bad like those people, thanks for making me a chil-
dren’s pastor who desires children to know You.”  

(Continued on page 2) 



TEACHABLE  

MOMENT 

Jesus Attraction 
Read aloud Matthew 11:28 
until you can say it by your-
self. Jesus wants us to 
come to him. Here’s an ex-
periment to show what 
that’s like: 

Slide several O-shaped ce-
real pieces to the end of 
a piece of string with a 
knot in the end that 
keeps the cereal from 
falling off. 

Rub a plastic comb on a 
wool sweater or your 
hair so the comb’s full of 
static electricity. 

Carefully move the comb 
toward the cereal hang-
ing on the string. 

What happens? The ce-
real moves toward the 
comb, just like Jesus wants 
us to move toward him! 
What is it about Jesus that 
draws us to him? Why is it 
important to stay close to 
Jesus? 

(Adapted from an activity in 

My Hands-On Bible) 

 Family Memory Verse for March  
Luke 24:46-47 (ESV) 

[Jesus] said to them, “Thus it is written, that the 

Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from 

the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of  

sins should be proclaimed in his name to all  

nations, beginning from Jerusalem.   

 

 

 

 

Curtis Steffler 
 

Preteen Small Group  

& Rooted Leader 

But parents, please allow me to confess my sins before you and God. I’m 
not perfect, I don’t always love children the way I should, frankly some-
times kids annoy me and the last thing that I want to do is to hear about a 
new toy that they got. Sometimes I don’t study the Kids Church or Rooted 
lesson like I should, or I schedule a game for no other reason than it fills 
time. I tell you these things first of all because I believe in the power of 
grace and I’m not ashamed of the fact that I desperately need a Savior. Sec-
ondly, I tell you these things because I hope that my honesty encourages 
you to examine your life and the ministry that you have with your children. 
You may wonder what this has to do with the passage on page 1. Well, let 
me put it bluntly. I think a lot of times we hinder our children from coming 
to Jesus. Do we do this intentionally? I doubt it. But, are we allowing our 
busy lives to come in the way of discipling our kids? Are we making every 
effort to instill in them the values, disciplines, and practices that are going 
to set them up for a life spent in intimate communion with Jesus? Are we 
modeling Jesus for them in how we deal with the stress of difficult people 
and circumstances in our life? Are we guarding their hearts by monitoring 
what they see on the television, in movies or on the computer? If we aren’t, 
then isn’t it possible that Jesus words are as much for us as they were for 
the disciples? 

Curtis Steffler is as genuine a man as I have ever 
met. One of the things that becomes clear every 
time I talk to Curtis is that he has a passion for 
people and deep love of life, which upon talking 
to him you quickly find out comes from his love 
of Jesus and his love for his family. 

Curtis serves with the 5th and 6th graders on 
Sundays and Wednesdays because of his convic-
tion that “they (preteens) are at the age that they 
are beginning to have to decide between God and 
the world.” He knows this choice well. Although 
being the son of ministers, it wasn’t until he was 
18 that he “finally realized that I never really 
asked God to save me, that I had a head knowl-
edge, but not a heart knowledge.” 

Curtis is married to Debra Steffler, and for fun he 
enjoys restoring pick-ups, scrapping, and spending 
time with his grandchildren. 

Volunteer Profile 



GAMES, SITES & APPS  

Title Content Rating & Platform 

Animal       

Crossing: New 

Leaf  

The next installment of the Animal Cross-

ing “open world” games. Kids get to  

govern and “live in” virtual towns  

inhabited by talking animals.  

Not yet rated; other games 
in the series received an E 
for Everyone. For Nin-
tendo platforms; $39.99.  

Poptropica.com A popular website designed by Family 
Education Network. Kids’ reading and 
comprehension skills get challenged 
through the activities and games.  

Kid-friendly and safe.  
Basic account is free but 
advanced features require 
a monthly fee.  

Meegenius!  A very popular e-book app for kids. 
Meegenius! dictates books for your kids 
and helps them with word recognition.  

Available at iTunes. The 
app is free and most 
books range from $1.99 to 
$2.99 each.  

  
This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant to  
endorse any movie, music, or product. Our prayer is that you’ll make  
informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and play. 

  

 

 

MEDIA  

MADNESS 

MOVIES     

Title: Oz the 

Great and Power-
ful (Releases 
3/8/2013)  

Genre: Fantasy/

Action/Adventure  

Rating: PG 

Cast: James Franco, Michelle 

Williams, Rachel Weisz, Mila 
Kunis  

Synopsis: A prequel to the 

adventure of beloved Dorothy 
from Kansas in the classic Wiz-
ard of Oz.  

Our Take: Though Disney pro-

duced this movie, the trailers 
reveal dark and scary elements 
that may frighten young children, 
as well as some sensuality.   
Rating details include “scary 
images and brief, mild lan-
guage.” If possible, preview (or 
have a friend preview) this 
movie.  

BOOKS          

Title: The Donkey 

Who Carried a 
King  

Author: R.C. 

Sproul  
 

Publisher: Reformation Trust     

Publishing (2012)  

Summary: A young boy, hurt by  

always being picked last for games at 
school, learns the most important  
lesson of all from the donkey who  
carried Jesus into Jerusalem. 

 

Our Take: Sproul offers a unique 

and age-appropriate angle on Jesus’ 
arrival into Jerusalem, his crucifixion, 
and his return after death. A contem-
plative book for the family to read  
together on Easter—or any other day. 
Best for ages 7 to 11.  

 

CULTURE & TRENDS 

Are you a “Pinner?” In the realm of 

social media, a fairly new website 

has been making waves and grab-

bing the attention of millions—

pinterest.com. If you’re part of the 

“pinning” team (or even if you 

aren’t), visit pinterest.com/

childrensminmag for fantastic, 

“pinteresting” ideas for Easter and 

more.  

 
QUICK STAT         

According to statistics reported at 

valuedopinions.com, Easter in 

America is becoming alarmingly 

less about Jesus and more about 

candy and egg hunts. When asked 

about Easter celebration plans, a 

mere 26% of those surveyed    

reported “‘going to church’ as 

something they planned to do at 

“Eastertime” and only 7% said 

church attendance on Easter took 

top priority.  

Congratulations RA Racers!!! 
 

 

 

We had a great time at the RA Racers 

tournament in Kingfisher this past 

month! Olson Johnson’s car raced its 

way to 2nd place, while MaryAnne Whet-

stone, Tabitha Chadwick, and Savannah 

Chadwick proudly raced their beautiful 

cars! You 4 were great, and you made 

me very proud to be your children’s pas-

tor!  



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

3 4 
 

5 6 7 8 9 

10 
Daylight Saving 
Time Begins     
Don’t be late for 
church!      

11 12 13 
 

14 
 

15 
 

16 

17 
No Kid’s Church 

 
^^^ 

 

18 19 20 
No 1st Kids 

21 22 23 

24 
Palm Sunday   
 

25 26 
Passover  
Begins  

27 28 29  
Good Friday  
 

30 

31 
Easter  
 
 

      

Spring Break—No School 

Parents, 
Thank you for taking the time to read this month’s edition of the Parent Link! I pray that you find it to be a useful tool in 
your efforts as a parent-pastor. Thank you for investing in your children’s lives and recognizing the importance of their 
relationship with Jesus Christ. Please constantly be in prayer for myself and the children’s ministry volunteers as we strive 
to meet God where He is at work for the glory of His Kingdom. If you ever need help with anything, or would just like more 
information about a specific topic, do not hesitate to contact myself and/or your child’s small group/1st kids leaders. Also, 
please know that I am always open to ideas on what to talk about in the upcoming editions of the parent link, so if you 
would like to hear my thoughts on a certain issue, or read an article on any specific topic, let me know and I will do the 
best I can to help! 
With love, 

Wes Martin 

405-262-5453   

^^^ Please Note: Due to the 5th Sunday of the month being Easter, we 
will have Kid’s Church on the 31st.  Therefore, we have moved our “Family 
Sunday” to the 17th, which means that on the 17th there will be no Kid’s 
Church. Thanks for understanding! 


