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ASK GOD: 

To help you pow-

erfully display/

convey to your 

children your 

weakness and         

imperfections so 

that they can see/

hear the power of 

God’s grace in 

your life. 
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 Authentic Parenting 
I recently came across a blog post* that spoke deeply to the son in me. In 
this blog posting, the author Al Andrews tells a story about taking his 
two sons to get their motorcycle license. To make a long story short, the 
author passed the written test with a score of 100%, but when it came 
time to take the driving test, he was the only one in the group who failed 
and did not get his license. Obviously, as any father would be he was dev-
astated and embarrassed to have his two sons pass a test that he himself 
could not pass, but of course he was also proud of his sons so he focused 
on their accomplishment rather than his failure. Later that night he re-
ceived a text from his son that said “Dad, I’m so sorry about today. But 
thanks for teaching me how to fail. Love you, Brent.” Understandably, 
tears came to his eyes. 
Personally, this article spoke to me because there is such a deep truth 
behind the text that the son sent. On June 8th, I will be marrying the 
love of my life and in many ways I am terrified. However, I also know 
that I am equipped and prepared to be a fantastic husband and eventually 
a father. Apart from the power of the Holy Spirit in me, I know that I am 
ready to handle whatever marriage may hold because my father has 
taught me how to be authentic and thus how to fail. Don’t get my wrong, 
my dad (in my opinion) is one of the greatest fathers and husbands to ev-
er live. However, my dad has also made many mistakes, mistakes that to 
be honest I’m sure he wishes he could take back in a heartbeat. But, it 
was my father’s response to these mistakes that has set me up to be suc-
cessful in life. You see, when my dad made mistakes he took ownership of 
them, accepted the consequences, and resolved to do everything in his 
power to never make them again. In doing this, my dad showed me how 
to fail, he showed me how to be a man, and in his weakness he showed 
me God’s strength. Your kids don’t need you to be perfect, they need you 
to be authentic. They need you to show them that you make mistakes 
too, but that God’s grace is always sufficient. 
*You can read the full post at http://storylineblog.com/2013/04/23/confessions-of-a-

loser-teaching-my-kids-how-to-fail/  

http://storylineblog.com/2013/04/23/confessions-of-a-loser-teaching-my-kids-how-to-fail/
http://storylineblog.com/2013/04/23/confessions-of-a-loser-teaching-my-kids-how-to-fail/


The Root of Misbehavior 
 
All children misbehave; it’s a natural part of their develop-
ment. As you lovingly correct their behavior, kids learn how to 
conduct themselves appropriately—with or without you there 
to keep watch. Here are three common reasons children mis-
behave (and solutions for each), adapted from Group’s Chil-
dren’s Ministry Pocket Guide to Discipline.  
 

1. ATTENTION: Kids crave attention—and not just yours. 
If acting up earns friends’ or siblings’ attention and ap-
plause, kids won’t mind risking your displeasure. 

Solution: Don’t reinforce misbehavior with too much at-
tention; briefly address it, and move on. Proactively give 
attention to positive behaviors verbally and with nods 
and smiles. 

 
2. BOREDOM: Children not involved in an engaging ac-
tivity will find something interesting to do—which can of-
ten result in  
misbehavior. 

Solution: Plan ahead and provide your kids with options 
for activities that engage all five senses. Tapping into all 
the senses is a quick way to captivate kids’ attention 
while providing an effective learning environment—kids 
learn best when all their senses are involved. This does 
mean extra planning on your part, but the upside is you 
can always repeat some of your kids’ favorite activities 
as you discover them together. Safe, interesting activi-
ties for your kids frees you to get some to do’s crossed 
off your list without needing to turn on the TV. 

 
3. CONFUSION: Fuzzy rules, lax or inconsistent enforce-
ment, and no consequences are guaranteed to spark 
misbehavior. Kids get confused: Do the rules matter or 
not? 

Solution: Establish clear household rules and expecta-
tions for your kids (and the adults, too) in your house-
hold. Remember, you set an example with your behav-
ior. Consistency and fairness are your greatest allies. 

A Fresh Perspective On  
Discipleship 

Ever think that if you hear yourself say, 
“No!” or “Don’t!” one more time, your 
nerves might truly fry? The truth is, every 
parent, grandparent, guardian, teacher, 
and coach faces that same frustration at 
some point. If you sense your attempts 
at positive discipline aren’t working or 
you just need to ramp up your discipline 
approach, try this perspective makeover. 
 
Rather than focusing on the verbal “do’s” 
and “don’ts” inherent in discipline, focus 
on the greater impact you’ll have in mod-
eling the kind of behavior you’d like to 
see from your kids. Think of how Jesus 
instructed his disciples. Sometimes he 
gave verbal direction, but most im-
portantly, he lived the way he wanted 
the disciples to live. He gave them 
compelling examples to follow, and he 
willingly talked them through why he was 
doing what he was. Examine the non-
verbal messages you send your kids 
about their behavior choices, and ask 
yourself whether those messages line up 
with your words. Aligning the two will 
make a big difference. 

 Family Memory Verse of May  
Whenever the LORD raised up judges for  

them, the LORD was with the judge,  

and he saved them from the hand of their  

enemies  all the days of the judge. 

Judges 2:18 

The Disciple in Discipline  
“The words discipline and discipleship 
both come from the Latin word discere 
meaning ‘to learn.’ When you provide 
calm, intentional discipline you create a 
space where kids can dive into learn-
ing. But even better, you model God’s 
patient love and disciple children to 
know, love, and follow Jesus.”  



GAMES, SITES & APPS  

Title Content Rating & Platform 

Scribblenauts  

Unlimited  
Kids problem-solve their way 

through the game by spelling out 

the objects they need to com-

plete each challenge.  

E for everyone by the 
ESRB. Ages 10 and up. 
Prices vary for Nintendo 
WiiU, 3Ds, PC.  

National  
Geographic for 
Kids  

A great place for kids to ex-
plore the world from home and 
find inspiration for science 
projects, recipes, and more.  

Content for ages 3 to 14. 
kids.nationalgeographic.com  

Swapsies  
Occupations  

A fun game that boosts cogni-
tive learning for your little ones 
as they mix and match items 
from 10 occupations.  

Best for ages 4 to 6. Winner 
of Parents’ Choice Award. 
$2.99 at iTunes, for iPad, 
iPhone.  

 
This page is designed to help educate parents and isn’t meant to  
endorse any movie, music, or product. Our prayer is that you’ll make  
informed decisions about what your children watch, listen to, and play.

  

 

MEDIA  

MADNESS

MUSIC     

Artist: Jason 
Dunn 

Album: Abandon 
Progress (Releases 5/14/2013) 

Artist Info: Dunn was lead vo-
calist and founding member of 
the Christian rock band, Hawk 
Nelson, and has recently turned 
his focus to his first solo album.  

Summary: The album features 
songs with the fun pop/punk 
sound Hawk Nelson fans love, 
mixed with contemplative, soulful 
tunes like the single, “Second 
Chances”—currently available on 
iTunes. 
 
Our Take: The musical style 
and Dunn’s voice offer a sound 
that many kids enjoy—
particularly preteen boys. Dunn 
is a young, influential man sing-
ing with a positive Christian 
message. This is “punk” music—
minus the punk.  

MOVIES          

Title: Epic 
(Releases 
5/24/2013) 

Genre: Animated/Fantasy/ Comedy 

Rating: Not yet rated as of publica-
tion date, PG expected 

Cast: Amanda Seyfried, Beyonce 
Knowles, Colin Farrell, Josh 
Hutcherson 

Synopsis: Think Fern Gully meets A 
Bug’s Life. A teenage girl is shrunk to 
the size of an insect and goes on an 
adventure discovering what keeps the 
natural world alive—and what evil 
forces are out to destroy it. 

Our Take: This movie looks captivat-
ing and entertaining, but the theme of  
magical, mystical creatures that over-
see nature is questionable. Be pre-
pared to explain the fiction of the sto-
ry and use it as a springboard for dis-
cussion about where the beauty of 
the natural world really comes from—
God’s creation.  

Volunteer  

Spotlight 
Randie Howard 

Pre-K Small Group 
Leader 

Randie is a very passionate individual. God 

has gifted her immensely with an ability to 

relate to very young children.She has an 

amazing ability to be able to clearly com-

municate Biblical truths to preschoolers 

through crafts, snacks, activities, and 

teaching. Randie is a licensed marital and 

family therapist and she currently works 

as a school counselor for 4 and 5 year 

olds. 

Q&A 
Why do you lead a small group? 

I lead a small group because I love 

Jesus and I want to give my life 

away doing something to further 

God’s Kingdom and make Him 

famous.  

Why preschool? 

I like working with 4 and 5 year 

olds because this is the age that I 

also counsel. It’s wonderful to see 

my small group kids on the play-

ground and have them say some-

thing to me about what they’ve 

been learning about Jesus or ask 

me to play them a song from my 

iPod that they heard at church. 

What is your “life verse”? 

I memorized Philippians 4:6 as a 

young girl. It says “I can do all 

things through Him who 

strengthens me.” My mom would 

always write this verse in her 

cards/letters to me and it became 

a verse that got me through a lot 

of difficult days. 
To see all of Randie’s answers check out 
the Children’s ministry Today board in 
the Ed building. 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  
 
 

 
 

1 
 
May Day 

2 3 4 

5 
Cinco de 
Mayo 
(Mexico’s  
Independence 
Day) 

 

6 7 
National 
Teachers 
Day 

8 9 10 11 

12 
Mother’s Day 

13 14 15 
Last night of 
Rooted/1st Kids 
Kid’s Camp  
Parent/Camper 
Meeting 7:15pm 
In the youth cen-
ter 

16 17 18 

19 
 
VBS Training 
5:30pm 

20 
 
 

21 22 
Last Day of 
School! 
Children’s Minis-
try Volunteer Ap-
preciation Ban-
quet 6:30pm 

23 24 25 

26 27 
Memorial 
Day 
 

28 29 30 31 
 

 

Kid’s Camp 2013 

 May 29– Be at the church at 11:00 am 

June 1– Arrive back to the church at 12:00 pm 

Parents, 

Thank you so much for coming out to support our children’s ministry small groups at the skit show on April 

21st. I was blown away by the support and attention that you all showed in that event and it really makes me 

excited in the future of FBCER! We were able to donate $223 to WorldVision which was enough to buy 37 

mosquito nets to save the lives of many children in Africa! I sincerely cannot thank you enough for your sup-

port of this event and for your support of our children’s ministry small groups. Thank you for being invested in 

the spiritual well being of your children. 

Love, 

Wes Martin 

Children’s Minister 

405-262-5453 or martinw@fbcelreno.com 


