
Hello Church,  

 

Beginning May 1, our state government is permitting churches to gather again for in-person 

worship services under certain social distancing guidelines. The onset of this new reality  

doesn’t mean that every church is going to begin having in-person worship services. It also 

doesn’t mean that everyone should head back to the church building just because their 

church is having an in-person gathering.  

 

When our staff and church leadership became aware of this first step in “reopening 

Oklahoma” we began praying about what would be best for our church to do. Not only 

did we pray but we also met together and discussed what was the best course of action for 

our church. We also sought the input of all people of FBCER with our online survey.  

 

After much prayer and consideration we have decided that we will begin having in-person 

worship services for those that are able and willing to attend beginning on May 3. While we 

are having in-person gathering worship services, it will not be “business as usual”. There are 

many precautions we will be taking so that all that choose to attend are as safe as possible.  

(A list of precautions is listed inside this newsletter.) 

 

We know that many cannot attend and may not be able to attend for a while. We plan to 

continue livestreaming our services for as long as we need to. We will also still provide DVD 

recordings for those that prefer them.  

 

We know that many churches are delaying having in-person gatherings and we respect 

their decision to do so. We believe that deciding to gather together again is a complicated 

issue that is not easily decided.  For those that are able and willing, we look forward to 

seeing you on Sunday, May 3 at 9:00am or 10:30am.  

 

In Christ 

Pastor Tyler 

Admin & Discipleship Pastor 



Social Distancing Worship Guidelines 
 

As we begin to have people in our building for 

weekly worship services, there are several steps 

our staff is taking to ensure a safe environment 

for all: 
• Live-Streaming Available. If you are a sick, think 

you may be sick, have been sick in the past 14 

days, or been around someone sick please stay 

home and get/stay well. Or if you are part of the 

vulnerable population (in accordance with 

Oklahoma’s Phase I guidelines) we recommend 

you follow safer-at-home guidelines. Please do 

join us online for either service.  

• Professional Cleaning. Our church has contracted 

with a cleaning company to come and clean the 

building before we gather on Sunday. 

• One Access Point. To help us limit the places we 

need to monitor and sanitize, the only way to 

enter/exit the church will be through the main 

tower. 

• Remain Physically Distant. We ask all individuals/

families that attend our in-person worship service 

to show respect for others by doing your best to 

remain 6ft away from people not in your 

immediate family. 

• Socially Distanced Worship Center. We have 

removed rows of chairs to provide for adequate 

spacing. Families please sit together. We are 

asking families/individuals to leave at least three 

empty chairs between themselves and other 

individuals/families.  

• Nearly Contact-less Environment. We are 

planning to have doors propped open, offering 

buckets at exits, and the temporary suspension of 

coffee service. 

• Hand-Cleaning Stations. We will have hand 

sanitizer located at the welcome desk and 

outside both restroom entrances. 
• Complimentary Masks. We recommend all that 

attend our in-person gathering wear a mask. 

There will be some cloth masks available at the 

Welcome desk, first come-first serve. 

The Next Step 

Through out the first five months of the Next 

Step Campaign $106,301.92 has been given. 

We are seeking to be debt-free by the end of 

2022. Every time you give to our Next Step 

Offering, you are helping us achieve that goal.  

 

On Sunday, May 17 we are having a special 

next step offering where we are seeking to 

raise $50,000 towards our goal. Will you please 

pray about how you can be involved? 

 
Annie Armstrong Offering 

We have received$1,240.00 for our North 

American Mission Offering. 
 

Shepherd’s House 

For the safety of our volunteers and shoppers, 

the Shepherds’ House will remain closed until 

further notice. If you have items that you would 

like to donate you may drop them off on 

Tuesday, May 5 from 10am-2pm. 
 

Community Care Packages 

Do you know someone in our church or 

community that is in need? Sign-up for one of 

Community Care Packages that you can gift 

to them. More info at www.fbcelreno.com/

care.  
 

April Giving Report  

 

 

As our church begins to phase back into hosting in-person gatherings we will 

also be cautious about the Serve Teams we are using. Currently the only 

team we will be utilizing is a few members of each Welcome Team to help us 

create a clean and contactless environment for people. We will be in con-

tact with all teams about when and how we plan to reintegrate everyone.   

May Schedule: 

May 3– Team 1 

May 10– Team 2 

May 17– Team 3 

May 24– Team 4 

May 31– Flex Team 

Tithes/Offering $71,768.37 

Building Fund $17,871.35 

Total $89,639.72 



  

Garland Delk– Chairman 

Garland and his wife Susan have 

been a part of FBCER for 29 years. 

They enjoy riding horses and 

spending time with their kids and 

grandkids. Garland is a lifetime 

educator and currently principal 

at El Reno Learning Center. He is 

also involved with discipling men, 

serves as a small group leader 

and a deacon. As you pray for 

him, pray God’s protection over his family and that 

he would be open to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

Garland asks that you pray guidance for the 

committee as they decide on a interim pastor. He 

also asks you to pray for God to call the next 

shepherd and start stirring his heart.  

 
Ronnie Funck 

Ronnie and his wife Kathy have 

three grown children. They have 

been a part of FBCER for 50+ 

years. Ronnie enjoys hunting, 

fishing, and lake activities. He is 

retired but served in the military, 

retail grocery, and county 

government. Ronnie is a deacon 

and stays busy serving on a 

parking team, our weekly snack 

ministry, and many other places. As you pray for 

Ronnie, pray for strength, wisdom, direction, unity, 

and that he would “let go and let God”. Ronnie asks 

that you pray for the committee to not get ahead of 

God but that they would wait on the Lord and that 

they would not lean on their own understanding.  

 
Linda Howard 

Linda is a mom and grandmother 

that has been a part of FBCER for 

her entire life. She is a retired hair-

dresser that continues to work 

part-time. She cherishes time with 

her family and friends. Linda has 

been invested in making disciples 

at FBCER, she is a small group 

leader, serves on the welcome 

team, and the women’s ministry. 

As you pray for Linda, pray for peace and patience. 

Pray that during these difficult days we are in, that 

she would “be still and know He is God.” Linda asks 

that you pray for the committee to rely on God for 

wisdom and discernment and that they would trust 

and obey God during this time.  

 

Jason Looper 

Jason is a husband to Lacey and 

father to two middle school girls, 

Emercyn and Harper. Jason loves 

hunting and the outdoors. He is 

local insurance agent. Jason has 

been a part of FBCER for 12 years 

and serves as a small group 

leader, Finance Committee 

member, SWORD team leader, 

and on the welcome team. As 

you pray for Jason, pray for patience, discernment, 

endurance, and his family. He also asks that you 

would pray the same things for the committee.  

 
Brian Shafer 

Brian is married to Traci and they 

are the proud parents of 10 

children and one grandchild. 

They have been a part of FBCER  

For 18 years. Brian is a dentist with 

a local practice in El Reno for 18 

years.  He and his family enjoy 

travel and they have successfully 

made it to all 50 states. Brian is 

the current chairman of the 

deacons, leads a small group, helps with Students, 

and leads our monthly dental clinic. As you pray for 

Brian, pray for discernment, wisdom ,and 

perseverance. Brian asks that we pray for the 

committee to have discernment, wisdom, and unity.  

 
Mark Gallaway– Alternate 

Mark and his wife Sue have 

been a part of FBCER for 25 

years.  He is a retired railroader 

and enjoys sports, golf, and has 

coin collection. He currently 

serves on our personnel 

committee, leads a small group, 

and is a deacon. As you pray for 

Mark, ask God for wisdom and 

knowledge. He asks that you 

pray for the committee to have God’s direction as 

they search for our next pastor.  



 

Sunday Schedule  

9:00am   Small Groups 

     Worship 

10:30am  Small Groups 

     Worship 
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1 

Friday  

Office Closed 

 

 
 

 

2 

 

 

3 

Worship 9am & 

10:30am 

 
 

 

 

4 

9am Staff 

Meeting 
 

 

 
  

 

5 
 

 

6 

 

 

7 
 

 

 

 

8 

Friday  

Office Closed 
 

 

 

9 
 

 

10 

Worship 9am & 

10:30am 

 

11 
 

 

 

 

 

12 

9am Staff 

Meeting 
 

 
 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

15 

Friday  

Office Closed 

 

16 
 

 

17 

Worship 9am & 

10:30am 

 

11:45pm Finance 

Com. Meeting 

 

18 

9am Staff  

Meeting 

 
 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

6pm Dental Clinic 

 

20 

 

 

21 
 

 

 

 

22 

Friday  

Office Closed 

 

23 
 

 

24 

Worship 9am & 

10:30am 

 
 

 

 

25 

 
 

 

 

26 

9am Staff 

Meeting 

 
 
 

 

27 

 

 

28 
 

29 

Friday  

Office Closed 

 

30 

 

Wednesday 

10:00am Midweek Service 

5:30pm   Dinner 

6:30pm   Seeds, Planted, Rooted 

     Refuge 

                Adult Small Groups 

 

 

We will resume these schedules  

as soon as things get  

back to normal! 

 31 

Worship 9am &  

10:30am  


