
 Fear is Powerful: Fear is not “good or bad.” It is a God-given gift. Healthy fear causes us to prepare and 

protect. Unhealthy fear focuses on every “what if” so that we are overwhelmed and paralyzed. Denis Waitley in 

his book, Seeds of Greatness, defines fear as False Education Appearing Real. Several weeks into the COVID 

pandemic, we learned that the Imperial College of London which had projected 2 million COVID deaths in the 

US had also projected other disasters (mad cow disease, bird flu and swine flu) that never came to be. The 

track record was not at all good, but politicians and health experts reacted to the dire possibility. Why? 

Because healthy fear is a God-given emotion to help protect us.  Please do understand me loud and clear; 

preparation for the prevention of disease is a good thing. The fear and anxiety that overtook so many lives—

that is not so good.   

 Waitley explains that most of our anticipated fears never come to be; he advised the Apollo space 

program which put 12 astronauts on the moon between 1969 and 1972 and the Olympic teams in the 1980’s.  

How did he encourage each person involved? He encouraged a focus on what they knew to be true and to 

act in that reality.  

 Fear is Powerful: Joshua 1:9 says, “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 

terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.” How many times did 

the Lord speak those words? Joshua was to lead Israel into a land populated by mighty warriors in fortified 

cities. Humanly speaking it was an impossible task; yet the Lord tells Joshua, “Be strong . . . . Do not be terrified.”  

 This word comes after a command, “Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth; meditate 

on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous and 

successful.” Why did the Lord tell Joshua to stay focused and tuned in to the Word of God? 

 In music, we use rehearsal to practice and get prepared for performance. Notice that it is re-hear-ing or 

to hear again. What is in a musician’s brain must be reheard mentally before it can come out in physical 

performance. Even during performance, constant evaluation and adjustment occurs. I used to have an art 

print in my office of piano keys with an ink pen laying across several keys. Ink was leaking out onto the keys of a 

piano. The print always reminded me that printed music does not come to life until it is artistically performed.  

Nor does the word of God come to life in our lives until we re-hear that truth in our spirit and act in faith. I spoke 

Isaiah 41:10 to the church body in worship this last Sunday. It is for me as much as you—“So do not fear; for I am 

with you. Do not be dismayed; for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my 

righteous right hand.”  

 Allow God’s Word to come alive in your life today. What specific verse or passage is He speaking to 

you? Rehearse it everyday. Let it guide and inspire you to action. Travel in peace. 

 Glen Chapman, Admin and Worship Pastor 



The Next Step 

$169,791.79 has been given in the Next Steps 

Campaign. We are seeking to be debt-free by 

the end of 2022. Every time you give to our 

Next Step Offering, you are helping us achieve 

that goal.  
 

Bible Study Sunday, 9:00am in FH 

We have a Bible Study, led by Brian Shafer and 

Jason Looper on Sundays at 9:00am in 

Fellowship Hall. They are studying the Book of 

Romans and any age is invited to attend.  

Please use social distancing.  
 

Our schedule for Worship is at 10am with social 

distancing and the online streaming options: 

 fbcelreno.com or on our Facebook 

 page:  First Baptist Church of El Reno 
 

Senior Adult Midweek Service 

Because the Covid numbers are going up 

again, we are going to take a break from the  

Senior Adult Midweek Services on Wednesdays 

at 10:00am. Be watching for us to restart as 

soon as it becomes safe. 

As our church begins to phase back into hosting in-person gatherings we will 

also be cautious about the Serve Teams we are using. Currently the only 

team we will be utilizing is a few members of each Welcome Team to help us 

create a clean and contactless environment for people. We will be in con-

tact with all teams about when and how we plan to reintegrate everyone.   

July Schedule: 

July 5 – Team 1 

     July 12 – Flex Team 

July 19 – Team 3 

July 26 - Team 4 

Welcome to Our Interim Alan Quigley 

Alan Quigley is the Associate Executive Direc-

tor/Church Ministry of the Baptist General Con-

vention of Oklahoma. Alan previously served 

with the BGCO as the Evangelism Group Leader 

before being called as Sr. Pastor to South Main 

Street Baptist Church in Greenwood, South Car-

olina. 
 

Prior to coming to the BGCO, Alan was the pas-

tor of churches in Oklahoma, Texas, Georgia, 

and South Carolina. We welcome him as he 

serves as our Interim Pastor as we continue our 

search for a Pastor. 
 

Welcome to Our Interim Worship Leader 

Jacob Mitchell hails from Okmulgee. He has 

studied at Oklahoma Baptist University and 

Southern Nazarene University where he studied 

music production. Jacob is assisting us with wor-

ship planning and is part of the launch team 

at Bright City Church, where our recent worship 

leader Rick is pastor. Jacob comes to us after a 

3 year stint serving in worship leadership at Quail 

Springs Baptist Church. 

 

 

 



 

 

Garland Delk– Chairman 

Garland and his wife Susan have 

been a part of FBCER for 29 years. 

As you pray for him, pray God’s 

protection over his family and 

that he would be open to the 

leading of the Holy Spirit. Pray for 

guidance for the committee as 

they decide on a interim pastor 

and prayer for God to call the 

next shepherd and start to stir his 

 heart.  
 

Ronnie Funck 

Ronnie and his wife Kathy have 

three grown children. As you pray 

for Ronnie, pray for strength, 

wisdom, direction, unity, and that 

he would “let go and let God”. 

Ronnie asks that you pray for the 

committee to not get ahead of 

God but that they would wait on 

the Lord and that they would not 

lean on their own understanding.  

 
Linda Howard 

Linda is a mom and grandmother 

that has been a part of FBCER for 

her entire life. As you pray for 

Linda, pray for peace and 

patience. Pray that during these 

days, that she would “be still and 

know He is God.” Please pray for 

the committee to rely on God for 

wisdom, discernment, and that 

they would trust and obey God.  

 
Jason Looper 

Jason is a husband to Lacey and 

father to two middle school girls, 

Emercyn and Harper. As you pray 

for Jason, pray for patience, 

discernment, endurance, and for 

his family. He also asks that you 

would pray the same things for 

the committee.  

 
 

 
 

Brian Shafer 

Brian is married to Traci and they 

are the proud parents of 10 

children and one grandchild. As 

you pray for Brian, pray for 

discernment, wisdom ,and 

perseverance. Brian asks that we 

pray for the committee to have 

discernment, wisdom, and unity.  

 
 

 
Mark Gallaway– Alternate 

Mark and his wife Sue have been 

a part of FBCER for 25 years.  As 

you pray for Mark, ask God for 

wisdom and knowledge. He asks 

that you pray for the committee 

to have God’s direction as they 

search for our next pastor.  

Deep spiritual cleansing for Committee and 

church. 

Powerful indwelling of the Holy Spirit in each one. 

That we would seek God more than a pastor. 

Supernatural discernment, wisdom & strength. 

Congregation cleansing & renewal. 

Clear direction for the committee. 

 

Consistency & focus in present ministries. 

Power to interim pastor (Alan Quigley) & staff. 

Remind us we serve Jesus Christ the Lord. 

Committee insight into needed pastoral leader-

ship. 

Wait on God’s timing & perfect will.  
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Bible Study  9am 

Worship 10am 
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Friday  

Office Closed 
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Bible Study 9am  

Worship 10am   
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9am Staff 

Meeting 
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Friday  

Office Closed 
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Bible Study 9am 

Worship 10am 

 

11:45pm Finance 

Com. Meeting 
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9am Staff  

Meeting 
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SH Open 

 

 

 

6pm Dental Clinic 
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Friday  

Office Closed 
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Bible Study 9am 

Worship 10am 
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9am Staff 

Meeting 
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We will resume our regular 

schedules as soon as  

things get  

back to normal! 

Tithes/Offering $60,343.39 

Building Fund $20,936.00 

Total $81,279.39 

July 

Giving 

Report 

Students’ At  Home Camp       Falls Creek Road 

         Show 

VBS - July 26-29 - 6:30pm to 7:45pm 

Movie Night in the 

Park 8:30pm -11pm 


